
MABAS Division 10 
Cause and Origin Training/Meeting 

January 10, 2008 
 

Members Present: There were a total of thirty-two people in attendance at the January 10, 
2008 meeting. See attached sign-in sheet for names and departments represented.  
 
Call to Order: Chairman Dave Dewolf called the meeting to order at 1902 hours. Dave 
spoke about the new website. Chris Sarcletti and Chairman Dewolf gave another 
demonstration of the new website. It is being investigated to add a sign-in sheet to the site 
for use at fires to document the investigators that were in attendance at a particular fire. 
More on this at a later date.  
 
Training: Training for the evening was presented by Tim Bradley. The topic of the 
training was chimney fires. Tim focused mostly on prefab fireplaces. Tim also presented 
a live demo on how quickly flues in chimneys will crack when heated too quickly.  
 
Approval of Minutes: A motion was made to approve the minutes from the December 13, 
2007 meeting. Motion to approve the minutes by Don Gay, second by Jay Worden. 
Motion carried and the minutes were approved as presented.  
 
Chairman Dewolf talked about the need to have a few members on a purchasing 
committee. They would be responsible to investigate and make purchases as directed by 
the Board or membership of the C & O Team. Members that volunteered to be part of this 
committee were, Don Gay, Rick Bocek and Dave DeLeshe.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: There will be no new perks purchased in 2008. This is due to the 
purchase of 921’s. The 2008 was submitted. We have not heard yet if it has been 
approved.  
 
Old business; There was no old business to discuss. 
 
New Business: The election of a new 2008 Board took place. The new Board will be, 
Dave Dewolf, President, Eric Baski, Vice-President, Chris Sarcletti, Treasurer, Craig 
Skala, Secretary. All terms are for a one year time frame.  
 
Fires of Interest: Lyons had an apartment fire. Cause of the fire was determined to be 
caused by candles. 
 
Darien Woodridge: Darien had a chimney fire. It was confined to the Chimney area and 
never spread into the main part of the home. Fire was caused from burning wood cutoffs. 
It is felt that the fire was burning for sometime prior to being noticed.  
 
Western Springs: There was a chimney fire Christmas night. This fire was discussed by 
Tim Bradley during his training.  
 
Rick Bocek spoke about the large scale apartment building fire in Oak Forest. He spoke 
about organization and incident command. The investigators were split up. Rick stated 
that with a fire this size that we should think about continuing to use the incident 
command system and that should not change regardless of the size of the fire.  
 
With no more business needed to be conducted, a motion to adjourn was made and 
carried. The meeting was adjourned at 2150 hours 
 



 
      

 



 


